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SQUARELY JOINED. TONY BENN SET OUT THE CASE FOR THE 
ANTI-MARKETEERS NINE DAYS AGO (REFTEL). ROY HATTERSLEY, 
WITH GOVERNMENT APPROVAL, HAS NOW PUT FORWARD THE CASE 
FOR THE PRO-MARKETEERS. IN ESSENCE, HATTERSLEY ARGUES, 

THE POOLING OF NOMINAL NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY IN THE EC 
ACTUALLY YIELDS GREATER SOVEREIGNTY IN TERMS OF CONTROL 
OVER INTERNATIONAL DECISIONS AFFECTING BRITAIN’S VITAL 
INTERESTS. END SUMMARY 

1. ROY HATTERSLEY, THIRD-RANKING MINISTER AT THE FCO, 

HAS PUBLICLY REBUTTED ARGUMENTS OF ANTI-MARKETEERS THAT 
EC MEMBERSHIP ENTAILS AN UNACCEPTABLE LOSS OF NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY. IN A SPEECH TO THE ASSOCIATION OF CONTEM- 
PORARY EUROPEAN STUDIES IN BRISTOL ON JANUARY 6 (TEXT 
BEING POUCHED TO DEPT), HATTERSLEY DWELT ON THE REALITY 
OF SOVEREIGNTY IN THE MODERN WORLD. HE CHIDED THE ANTI- 
MARKETEERS FOR THEIR PURSUIT OF "A VICTORIAN CHIMERA”, 

AND ARGUED THAT THE POOLING OF FORMAL SOVEREIGNTY IN 
THE EC ACTUALLY YIELDED MORE, NOT LESS, ECONOMIC STRENGTH 
AND GREATER POWER TO INFLUENCE DECISIONS TAKEN ABROAD 
THAT AFFECT BRITAIN’S VITAL INTERESTS. 

2. HE ALSO DENIED THAT PARLIAMENT MIGHT LOSE ULTIMATE 
CONTROL OVER EC LEGISLATION. ALL IMPORTANT EC LEGIS- 
LATION, HE POINTED OUT, WAS CONTROLLED BY THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS WHERE THE UK REPRESENTATIVE COULD EXERCISE A 
VETO. THEREFORE, HE CONCLUDED, "AS LONG AS PARLIAMENT 
CAN CONTROL ITS MINISTERS IT CAN CONTROL ALL IMPORTANT 
NEW LAWS THAT ARE MADE IN BRUSSELS AND LUXEMBOURG." 

3. TO THOSE WHO RECOMMEND A FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION WITH 
THE EC IN LIEU OF FULL EC MEMBERSHIP, HATTERSLEY WARNED 
THAT BRITAIN WOULD BE "LUCKY, VERY LUCKY INDEED", IF THE 
EC AGREED TO SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT FOLLOWING BRITISH WITH- 
DRAWAL. IN ANY EVENT, BRITAIN WOULD CONTINUE TO BE 
DEEPLY INFLUENCED BY EC ACTIONS. THE CHOICE, HE SAID, 

WOULD BE WHETHER OR NOT TO REMAIN INSIDE WHERE BRITAIN 
COULD PLAY A MAJOR PART IN SHAPING THOSE ACTIONS. 

4. COMMENT: THE ISSUE OF SOVEREIGNTY HAS NOW BEEN 
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THE RATIONAL ARGUMENTS ON THEIR SIDE, BUT GIVEN THE 
POWERFUL EMOTIONS WHICH CAN BE STIRRED UP BY APPEALS TO 
NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, THEY HAVE NOT BEGUN THEIR CAMPAIGN 
TO EDUCATE THE BRITISH ELECTORATE ANY TOO SOON. 
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5. HATTERSLEY ENJOYS THE REPUTATION OF BEING A VETERAN 
PRO-MARKETEER. HE IS ALSO A CANNY POLITICIAN WHO HAS 
CAREFULLY COVERED HIS BETS ON THE EC ISSUE. HIS WILLING- 
NESS TO SPEAK OUT SO FORCEFULLY NOW IS THE BEST INDICA- 
TION THUS FAR THAT THE GOVERNMENT EXPECTS RENEGOTIATION 
TO SUCCEED AND IS MOBILIZING TO WIN POPULAR SUPPORT FOR 
CONTINUED EC MEMBERSHIP. (HATTERSLEY'S SPEECH HAD HMG 
APPROVAL. OF COURSE. AND WAS IN FACT A DEVELOPMENT IN 
PUBLIC OF POINTS MADE TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BY FOREIGN 
SECRETARY CALLAGHAN BEFORE THE CHRISTMAS RECESS.) THE 
MEDIA ARE PLAYING IT UP AS THE GOVERNMENT'S RIPOSTE TO 
TONY BENN, ALTHOUGH HATTERSLEY'S SPEECH WAS WRITTEN 
BEFORE BENN PUBLISHED HIS LETTER TO HIS CONSTITUENTS 
OPENING UP THE SOVEREIGNTY ISSUE. A TOP FCO OFFICIAL 
REMARKED TO US AFTER THE PARIS SUMMIT THAT "SOVEREIGNTY 
WILL BE THE LAST REFUGE OF SCOUNDRELS (I.E., THE ANTI- 
MARKETEERS)." HATTERSLEY HAS APPARENTLY LAUNCHED THE 
GOVERNMENT'S DRIVE TO DENY THEM THAT REFUGE. 
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